ERASMUS

tumult no blood was shed.  "Would that it could always
be thus!"

Now that Basle had taken a firm stand in favour of
the Reformation and had espoused one side of the dispute
to the exclusion of the other, it was no longer the asylum
Erasmus needed for his peace of mind. He felt that he
could not remain within its walls. At sixty years of age,
Erasmus transferred his home to the quiet little town of
Freiberg-im-Breisgau (then Austrian), so that he might
carry on his work in tranquillity. He was met by a
solemn procession of burghers and officials, who pre-
sented him with a veritable palace as place of habitation.
He declined this magnificent offer, preferring to instal
himself in more modest quarters next door to the monas-
tery, where he hoped to continue his studies and end his
days in peace and quiet. History could have furnished no
better symbol for a man who kept to the golden mean,
who was on intimate terms with no one because he was
incapable of taking sides: Erasmus was forced to leave
Louvain because it was too Catholic; he was forced to
leave Basle because it was too Protestant. A free and
independent mind, which refuses to be bound by any
dogma and declines to join any party, never finds a home
upon this earth.
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